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Vedat Nedim Tör Museum
Sermet Çifter Hall
9,000-Year Anatolian Inhabitants in Beyoğlu
This year Yapı Kredi began supporting the archaeological excavations at Çatalhöyük, which Koçbank has sponsored for the past ten years.  The Yapı Kredi Vedat Nedim Tör Museum is hosting the exhibit, From Earth to Eternity: Çatalhöyük, with contributions from both Koçbank and Yapı Kredi.

Although Çatalhöyük rapidly became the center of international attention in the archaeological world, due to its size and population density, this is the first time the settlement is the subject of such an extensive exhibit.  On display are 288 artefacts showing how inhabitants lived without war in urban settings nine thousand years ago during the Neolithic Age.
As a result of extensive and thorough preparations, From Earth to Eternity: Çatalhöyük was developed by a large team under the scientific direction of Professor Ian Hodder, a British archaeologist, who also leads the Çatalhöyük excavations. Both the artefacts on display and the unique layout render the exhibit very intriguing.  The exhibition hall has been designed to resemble the houses at Çatalhöyük, and with its lighting, visual and audio effects, visitors feel the ambience of nine thousand  years ago. 
The exhibit begins with a recreation of adobe houses, the living spaces at Çatalhöyük, with interior sections.  Utensils and clay balls, the most prominent objects of that period, are located in the oven section, called İşlik, where meals were prepared and heated.  Just like in Çatalhöyük, the entrances to these doorless and windowless houses are from wooden ladders on the roofs.  Visitors can walk on the roofs of the houses and browse through the living areas.
Although the settlement did not produce metals, the exhibit displays various utilitarian tools, such as spears and spearheads used for hunting, and obsidian objects (natural glass) obtained from volcanic mountains in Middle and Eastern Anatolia. These various processed and raw obsidian objects give insight into the living conditions at the time.  When thinking about Çatalhöyük, what comes to mind are the glorious female figures, which bring a different dimension to the image of women 9,000 years ago and are much more magnificent than figures of goddesses on thrones with lions on either side. 
The exhibit has sections related to worship and rituals as well.  Another section displays wall paintings, which we can still trace today. One of these sections also houses the original drawings of James Mellaart, the first archaeologist to conduct research and excavations at Çatalhöyük in the 1950s and 1960s, respectively.  Moreover, the replicas that today’s artists have painted on the walls can also be found in another section of the exhibit.
What’s Currently Happening at the Excavation Site?
A section showing the current excavations at Çatalhöyük can also be observed at Sermet Çifter Hall where visitors can track what’s happening at the site simultaneously while archaeologists are excavating. Also on view in Sermet Çifter Hall are reproductions of watercolour replicas in the original dimensions of wall paintings in the collection of James Mellaart, who first discovered and then began excavating Çatalhöyük in the 1950s and 1960s, respectively.  Moreover, a children’s play-and-learn workshop has been set up as well. Whatever the children create during the workshop exercises are displayed right on the spot.
Stamp Seal the Exhibit!

The Çatalhöyük stamp seals have inspired the foyer activities where ten different reproduced stamp seals are displayed.  In the designated section, visitors may consider the animal posts hung on the wall as guestbooks to stamp and sign their names. Visitors may also use the stamp seals as tattoos, just as Çatalhöyük residents did 9,000 years ago, or they may stamp specially created cards and keep them as souvenirs.
Read about the Exhibit
A catalogue has been published with articles by Ian Hodder, who heads the Çatalhöyük Research project, in addition to those from other archaeologists and anthropologists.  A resource for further research, this catalogue contains the original findings along with their pictures.  The main concept of the book, published in both Turkish and English, is in harmony with the exhibit. In addition to pictures of skeletal remains, seals, obsidian tools, baskets, stones, bead-like clays, and bones, the book has photographs, illustrations, and drawings showing and explaining the mound itself.  Another surprising aspect of From Earth to Eternity: Çatalhöyük is that this catalogue publishes the replica drawings of James Mellaart’s wall paintings for the first time.
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